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TUMMM; 
ELDER. MONROVIA/ 


IS REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 



D. Y<5 

pea Ho. 12V 

h^/D t.'AR 925 



r // 


LIBERIA* 


DEPARTME NT 


March 18th 1925> 


ALL COMWUNtCAllOetS TO 0€ #,0Dft£SSlO 
T<J THE OOWPAhtr 


Francis O'Meara Esq.., 


H.M,Charge d*Affaires,and Consul Gonoral, 


British Legation, 


Vonrevia. 


Dear Sir, 


I beg to acknowledge the receipt of jour letter of the 


16th instant relative to the question of appointing an honorary 


Vice-Consul at Cape Paisas, and I note, with very such surprise,that 
^yeu have been informed our Agent at that Port would be unwilling to 
accept the honour of Acting and the reason so given. I can assure ysu 


that the honour would be very greatly appreciated by both- the Agent 
there and our Hobo Office, and I would ask that you would be so kind 


as to use your influence to secure the appedntsent for the Agent of 
our Cospany who has always a very good standing with the Local Officials 
and Community in general. 


I as, 


Yours faithfully 





Agent, Messrs Elder Despster & Ce.l 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 
7th January, 1925. 


(A 7079/256/24) 


Sir 





I transmit to you herewith a copyuf a 
memorandum by Kr. o Vsara relative to the 
desirability of a visit of Inspection by 
one of the British Consular Officers in 
Liberia to Grand Eassa and Cape Pallas. 

2 * I approve lir. O'Meara's suggest ion and 
leave it to him to decide whether a visit 
once a year or every two years is necessary. 




I am with great truth 


Sir* 


your obedient Servant 



R* Cornwallis Stevenson* Esq.* 


6 ■ - C , * 


etc*. 


etc. 










COPY. 

(A 6713/858/24) 


MEMORANDUM 


DESIRABILITY OP A VISIT OP INSPECTION 
BY ONE 0? IKE CONSULAR OFFICERS 
STAT IONED IN LIBERIA TO 
GRAND EASSA & CAPE PALMAS. 


Iha above ar*e the two chief ports of Liberia, outside 
of Monrovia. i here Is much difficulty in communicating 
tnen, owing to the irregularity and infrequency of 
atea:.ier visits. There is no telegraphic communication, 
and there are no roads to afford land communication,so 
that a land Journey means a march of many days through 
wild country. The local authorities at these places 
are even more unscrupulous than those at ^nrovia. At 
Basse, where a number of enemies of the party now in 
power in Liberia (the ’’True Whig" party) reside, the 
authorities are inclined to disregard the central 
Government, so that even such check as exists on the 
Idonrovlan Authorities does not necessarily operate at 
Basse. At present it is under military law, the Chief 
Sanitary Inspector of Liberia (qmlified for that post 
by experience as a stretcher-bearer in the United States) 
having been sent to Basse with ISO soldiers to act as a 
sort of Military Governor, owing to the Local Authorities 
having got out of hand. 

It is very important that the British representatives 
in Liberia should visit these places once a year, or at 
any rate, once every two years, in order to remind the 
Local Authorities that British interests there will be 
protected from aggression. I have had numerous complaints 
of the highhanded behaviour of the local authorities, and 
of the virtual impossibility of securing Justice. 

GrajiCi bassa is about 6 to 8 hours ’ journey by 


steamer 








steamer from Monrovia, and Cape Palmas about a day's 
journey* The return fare to Cape Palmas would be 
little more than Five pounds, and that to Eassa would 
he about a pound. But owing to the possibility of 
being held up some days at these places waiting for a 
return steamer, it is difficult to estincite the real 
cost of a journey of inspection* I think if sanction 
were given for actual expenses, including subsistence 
allowances charges % £1- a day, within a limit of 
£,30 or £.30, subject to production of vouchers, ample 
provision would have been made* 

I venture to recommend application to the Treasury 
for such sanction* If desired copies of letters from 
British firms can be furnished by the Legation at 
Monrovia, in which they complain very bitterly of the 
local authorities* 1 caused the warship me "Thistle 11 
to put in to Bassa for moral effect, but she is such a 
tiny ship that the moral effect is correspondingly 
small* Interesting data concerning trade could be 
gathered by the visiting officers, 

LON DO . November 30, 1924. 


(Signed] Francis O'Meara* 



